Keeping Christ in Christmas — The Life of Joseph, the Father of Jesus
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Understand that you are a minor character in God’s story.

Matthew 2:13-15

I3 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going
to search for the child to kill him.” ™ So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night
and left for Egypt, 1> where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord
had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

Luke 2:25-32
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 2% It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. ?” Moved by
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for
him what the custom of the Law required, *® Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying:
2 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
3 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”

Luke 2:36-38

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 3’ and then was a widow
until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and
praying. 3 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Play vour role in God’s story.
o Obedient in Jesus’ Birth

Matthew 1:18-25

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit."® Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet'? did not want to
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. *° But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. ? She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name




Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” %2 All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet: #* “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel”(which means “God with us”). ** When Joseph woke up, he did what the
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. %> But he did not
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

o Obedient in Following the Law

Luke 2:22-24, 39

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord % (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), ** and to offer a sacrifice in keeping
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons..."”" 3° When
Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee
to their own town of Nazareth.

o Obedient in Going to Egypt

Matthew 2:13-15

I3 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going
to search for the child to kill him.” ™ So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night
and left for Egypt, 1> where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord
had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

o Obedient in Going to Nazareth

Matthew 2:19-23

U After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt ?° and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to
take the child’s life are dead.” ?! So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land
of Israel. #2 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of
Galilee, 3 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said
through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Bow Out when your role is complete.

Matthew 13:53-55

33 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there.>* Coming to his hometown,
he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man

get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? " they asked. > “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?

o Similar in Luke 4:22 and John 6:42
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“We curate our lives around this perceived sense of perfection because we get rewarded in the
short term — signals, hearts, likes, thumbs-up — and we conflate that with value and we
conflate it with truth. And instead what it really is, is fake brittle popularity. And that leaves you
even more vacant and empty before you did it.”

Final Slide:

e Understand that you are a minor character in God’s story.
e Play your role in the God’s story.
e Bow out when your role is complete.



