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5 Lessons About the Nature of Sin From the Life of Samson:
1. God Has Called His People to BE SET APART

Judges 13:3, The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You
are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and
give birth to a son. 4 Now see to it that you drink no wine or other
fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean. 5 You will
become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched
by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from
the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of
the Philistines.”

2. Sin Loves SUBTLETY

Judges 14:5, Samson went down to Timnah together with his father
and mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a
young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of the Lord came
powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands
as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor
his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with
the woman, and he liked her. 8 Some time later, when he went back to
marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he
sawa swarm of bees and some honey. 9 He scooped out the honey
with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his
parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell
them that he had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass.

3. Motivations Are KEY TO OBEDIENCE

Judges 15:3, Samson said to them, “This time | have a right to get
even with the Philistines, | will really harm them.” 4 So he went out and
caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then
fastened a torch to every pair of tails, 5 lit the torches and let the
foxes loose in the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the
shocks and standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive



groves. 6 When the Philistines asked, “Who did this?” they were told,
“Samson, the Timnite’s son-in-law, because his wife was given to his
companion.” So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father
to death. 7 Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, |
swear that | won’t stop until | get my revenge on you.” 8 He attacked
them viciously and slaughtered many of them. Then he went down and
stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam.

Judges 15:18, Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the Lord,
“You have given your servant this great victory. Must | now die of thirst
and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?”

4. Temptation Is PERSISTENT

Judges 16:4, Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the
Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 5 The rulers of the Philistines
went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the
secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may
tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven
hundred shekels of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the
secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and
subdued.”

Judges 16:15, Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘l love you,’
when you won’t confide in me? This is the third time you have made a
fool of me and haven't told me the secret of your great strength.” 16
With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to
death of it. 17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been
used on my head,” he said, “because | have been a Nazirite dedicated
to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength
would leave me, and | would become as weak as any other man.”

5. God’s GRACE IS GREATER THAN EVERY SIN

Judges 16:21, Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes
and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they
set him to grinding grain in the prison. 22 But the hair on his head
began to grow again after it had been shaved.

Judges 16:23, Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a
great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god



has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” 24 When the
people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered
our enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste our land and
multiplied our slain. 25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted,
“Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the
prison, and he performed for them. When they stood him among the
pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me
where | can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that | may lean
against them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men and women;,
all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about
three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then
Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please,
God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get
revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached
toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing
himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on
the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he
pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers
and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than
while he lived. 31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went
down to get him. They brought him back and buried him between
Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel
twenty years.

Hebrews 11:32, And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell
about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel
and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdomes,
administered justice, and gained what was promised,; who shut the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the
edge of the sword,; whose weakness was turned to strength, and who
became powertful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women
received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who
were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even
better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning, they
were sawed in two, they were killed by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38
the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39 These were
all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had



been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so
that only together with us would they be made perfect.



