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Acts	26:28,	Then	Agrippa	said	to	Paul,	“Do	you	think	that	in	such	a
short	time	you	can	persuade	me	to	be	a	Christian?”	29	Paul	replied,
“Short	time	or	long—I	pray	to	God	that	not	only	you	but	all	who	are
listening	to	me	today	may	become	what	I	am,	except	for	these
chains.”

1)	Paul’s	Radical	Life	BEFORE	CHRIST

Acts	9:1,	Meanwhile,	Saul	was	still	breathing	out	murderous	threats
against	the	Lord’s	disciples.	He	went	to	the	high	priest	2	and	asked
him	for	letters	to	the	synagogues	in	Damascus,	so	that	if	he	found	any
there	who	belonged	to	the	Way,	whether	men	or	women,	he	might
take	them	as	prisoners	to	Jerusalem.

2)	Paul’s	Radical	Encounter	WITH	CHRIST

Acts	9:3,	As	he	neared	Damascus	on	his	journey,	suddenly	a	light
from	heaven	flashed	around	him.	4	He	fell	to	the	ground	and	heard	a
voice	say	to	him,	“Saul,	Saul,	why	do	you	persecute	me?”	5	“Who	are
you,	Lord?”	Saul	asked.	“I	am	Jesus,	whom	you	are	persecuting,”	he
replied.	6	“Now	get	up	and	go	into	the	city,	and	you	will	be	told	what
you	must	do.”

3)	Paul’s	Radical	Encounter	With	OTHER	BELIEVERS

Acts	9:10,	In	Damascus	there	was	a	disciple	named	Ananias.	The
Lord	called	to	him	in	a	vision,	“Ananias!”	“Yes,	Lord,”	he	answered.	11
The	Lord	told	him,	“Go	to	the	house	of	Judas	on	Straight	Street	and
ask	for	a	man	from	Tarsus	named	Saul,	for	he	is	praying.	12	In	a	vision
he	has	seen	a	man	named	Ananias	come	and	place	his	hands	on	him
to	restore	his	sight.”	13	“Lord,”	Ananias	answered,	“I	have	heard
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many	reports	about	this	man	and	all	the	harm	he	has	done	to	your
holy	people	in	Jerusalem.	14	And	he	has	come	here	with	authority
from	the	chief	priests	to	arrest	all	who	call	on	your	name.”	15	But	the
Lord	said	to	Ananias,	“Go!	This	man	is	my	chosen	instrument	to
proclaim	my	name	to	the	Gentiles	and	their	kings	and	to	the	people	of
Israel.	16	I	will	show	him	how	much	he	must	suffer	for	my	name.”	…	26
When	he	came	to	Jerusalem,	he	tried	to	join	the	disciples,	but	they
were	all	afraid	of	him,	not	believing	that	he	really	was	a	disciple.	27	But
Barnabas	took	him	and	brought	him	to	the	apostles.

4)	Paul’s	Radical	Witness	FOR	CHRIST

Acts	26:24,	At	this	point	Festus	interrupted	Paul’s	defense.	“You	are
out	of	your	mind,	Paul!”	he	shouted.	“Your	great	learning	is	driving	you
insane.”	25	“I	am	not	insane,	most	excellent	Festus,”	Paul	replied.
“What	I	am	saying	is	true	and	reasonable.	26	The	king	is	familiar	with
these	things,	and	I	can	speak	freely	to	him.	I	am	convinced	that	none
of	this	has	escaped	his	notice,	because	it	was	not	done	in	a	corner.	27
King	Agrippa,	do	you	believe	the	prophets?	I	know	you	do.”	28	Then
Agrippa	said	to	Paul,	“Do	you	think	that	in	such	a	short	time	you	can
persuade	me	to	be	a	Christian?”	29	Paul	replied,	“Short	time	or	long—
I	pray	to	God	that	not	only	you	but	all	who	are	listening	to	me	today
may	become	what	I	am,	except	for	these	chains.”

What	Is	Our	Takeaway?

•	God	Can	and	Will	Save	Anyone	
•	God	Can	and	Will	Use	Anyone	
•	God	Can	and	Will	Save	and	Use	You


