Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING + THE GOSPEL FRAMEWORK FOR PARENTING -
LUKE 15:11-32; JOHN 1:14 - NO DATE

MAIN POINT

Christians are to allow the gospel to shape their parenting.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What are some differences between parenting today and parenting when you were
growing up?

As a child, did your parents lean more toward law or grace? Which do you tend to lean
toward now as a parent? Why?

Though culture shifts over time and each of us has a unique set of personality traits, opinions,
strengths, weaknesses, and experiences, the gospel remains the same. As such, the gospel
serves as the firm foundation for parenting regardless of circumstance. In the video session Ray
Ortlund said, “Really good things are going to come out of this time in history among the people
of God.” With the gospel to shape our parenting, this is not simply a hopeful prediction—it is
certain truth.

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 1.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ LUKE 15:11-16.

In what ways are all of us like the prodigal son?

Name some broken families in the Bible. What issues did they deal with? Why is it
important to remember that we are all broken?

What are the repercussions of continually comparing your family to the “ideal
family”?
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We are all sinners in need of God’s grace (Rom. 3:23), so we shouldn't be shocked when our kids
sin or set an expectation for some idealized version of a family that doesn’t exist in a fallen
world. Our children are going to sin, and so are we, but through a relationship with the Lord we all
have the resources we need for every situation.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ LUKE 15:17-32.

What can we learn from this parable about gospel-centered parenting?

Why does your home need to be a safe place for your children to fail? Is that how you
would describe your home currently? Explain.

What examples of vulnerability do you see in the parable? The father ran to the son, had a big
celebration, invited everyone, and honestly and earnestly pleaded with the older son. Why is it
important for our children to see the vulnerability of grace in us? Of truth? Of repentance? We
should seek to approach our children with grace and truth, as was said of Jesus in the beginning
of the Gospel of John (cf. Jn. 1:14).

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOHN 1:14.

Which example did Jesus give us—law, grace, or both?

What would it look like for you to incorporate the fullness of grace and truth into your
home?

Agree or disagree: “Your primary responsibility as a parent is to raise your kids in
such a way that they learn to look to the Word made flesh as the authority for their
lives and the way to shape how they live.”

The key isn't for us to try to find balance between grace and truth, but to be full of both. The way
to be full of both as parents is to continually invite the Spirit of God to be glorified in the lives of
our children. When God's glory in and through them is our aim (rather than their glory, our glory,
or the glory of the world), it changes everything and compels us to parent in the fullness of God'’s
grace and truth.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What are some steps you can take to maintain a culture of communication,
conversation, and vulnerability in your home?
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Was there anything discussed in the video session you'd like to discuss more?

Based on today’s session, what is one practical way you can allow the gospel to better
shape your parenting this week?

PRAYER

Thank Jesus that He came to earth in the fullness of grace and truth. Praise Him for saving you
when you did not deserve it. Ask Him to continue to show you how you can allow the gospel to
better shape your parenting, and for the courage to do it no matter what the culture around you
says.

COMMENTARY
| LUKE 15:11-32

15:11-12 Although this well-known parable (vv. 11-32) is usually called the parable of the
prodigal son, the other son and the father are also important characters. It was unusual, but not
unheard of, for a father to settle his estate before his death. Since the older son got a double
portion of his father's estate, the younger son’s share (share...| have coming to me) would have
been one-third of the estate.

15:13-15 The younger son had no intention of returning to his family. It is impossible to know
whether his foolish living included “prostitutes” (v. 30), or if that was just an angry accusation
made by the older brother. The irony of the penniless younger son’s new job was that pigs were
unclean animals to Jews (Lv 11:7). He was at rock bottom in his new life.

15:17-19 It took extreme poverty and hunger to prompt the younger son to come to his senses
and realize that, in spite of all he had done, the correct course of action was to return and
become one of his father's hired hands. To do so, however, it would be necessary to confess that
he had sinned greatly and was not worthy to be called his son. This is a vivid picture of a person
“hitting bottom” and finally realizing the magnitude of his sin.

15:20-23 That the father saw his son coming from a long way off indicates that he habitually
looked for his return. Perhaps the normal parental reaction to the younger son'’s return would be
anger or at least deep disappointment, but this father's response displayed: (1) compassion, (2)
love (threw his arms around his neck and kissed him), (3) celebration (a feast), and (4) joyful
restoration of status for his son (a robe of distinction, signet ring of family authority, sandals
worn by a son, in contrast to barefoot slaves).
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15:24 This is the point at which the parable ties in to the two previous stories about God’s joy in
saving the lost. The father’s celebratory attitude depicts the way in which God the Father receives
repentant sinners. This contrasts with the contempt the Pharisees and scribes displayed for
sinners who came to Jesus (v. 2).

15:25-30 Instead of the story ending on a note of joy and celebration, as might be expected, the
spotlight shifts to the older brother. Unlike the father’s positive attitude, the older brother (1) was
surprised at the return of his sinning brother, (2) was offended and jealous at the father’s
celebration, (3) became angry at the father’s forgiving love, (4) declared his own self-
righteousness, and (5) focused on his brother's sinfulness rather than his newfound repentance.
Jesus' representation of the religious leaders in the character of the older brother was a scathing
rebuke of their self-righteousness.

15:31-32 The rebuke of the religious leaders continues. They did not understand (1) the
opportunity for a close relationship with God, (2) the generosity of His grace, (3) His joy at the
salvation of sinners, or (4) the profound transformation of conversion. Perhaps most crucial of
all, however, is the reminder of kinship to the sinners intended in the phrase this brother of yours.
The religious leaders refused to accept their Jewish brethren, the “sinners,” as the older brother in
this story.

JOHN 1:14

1:14 “The Word" continues the theme of 1:1. “Became flesh” does not mean the Word stopped
being God; rather, the Word was made flesh. “Took up residence among us” literally means,
“pitched His tent” (Gk skenoo), an allusion to God’s dwelling among the Israelites in the
tabernacle (Ex 25:8-9; 33:7). In the past, God demonstrated His presence to His people in the
tabernacle and the temple. Now God has taken up residence among His people in the Word-
made-flesh, Jesus Christ (Jn 1:17). The references to God’s glory hark back to OT passages that
describe the manifestation of God'’s presence and glory in theophanies (appearances of God),
the tabernacle, or the temple (Ex 33:22; Num 14:10; Dt 5:22). The Greek word monogenes
underlying One and Only Son from the Father means “only child” (Jdg 11:34; Jer 6:26; Am 8:10;
Zech 12:10). “Only” may mean “one of a kind,” as in the case of Isaac, who is called Abraham’s
“one of a kind” son in Gen 22:2,12,16 (in contrast to Ishmael; cp. Heb 11:17). In the OT, the Son
of David and Israel are called God's “firstborn” son (see Ps 89:27). The reference to God’s
“giving” of His “One and Only Son” in Jn 3:16,18 may allude to Abraham'’s willingness to sacrifice
Isaac (Gen 22).
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1:14 “Full of grace and truth” recalls “lovingkindness (Hb hesed) and truth (Hb emet)” in Ex 34:6
(cp. Ex 33:18-19), where the expression refers to God’s covenant faithfulness to His people Israel.
According to John, God’s covenant faithfulness found ultimate expression in His sending of His
One and Only Son, Jesus.
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Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING + HUMAN DIGNITY - LUKE 10:25-27; MATTHEW 28:18-20 -
NO DATE

MAIN POINT

Christ followers must see everyone as God's image bearers and lead their families to do the

same.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

How would you define “dignity”? What do you think your children have learned from
you about dignity?

Before today, have you assumed your children already affirm the dignity of all people,
or have you viewed the topic as something you must be intentional about teaching

them? Explain.

We want to expect the best in our children, and we should. But we shouldn’t be naive. Children,
like adults, can be cruel to other people. Our sin nature tempts us to devalue others and strip
them of the innate dignity with which they were created. As parents, we must be intentional to
teach our children to see everyone as God's image bearers.

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 2.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 1:27; 9:6, JAMES 3:9.

From these three verses, what do we learn about God’s view of each person’s dignity?
What does a person'’s dignity depend upon?

If left up to culture, what are your kids likely learning about human worth and who is

worthy of respect?
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What are some ways we can affirm dignity? What are some ways or situations you
are tempted to deny dignity?

In the video session, Dr. Russell Moore explained the image of God this way, “We're created to
represent the kingship of God; we're pointing to something beyond ourselves.” He explained that
in our culture we must work against the other story that says people have worth based on their
usefulness, what they can do, or their power. Ben Stuart added that we all have “a conferred
dignity, regardless of capacity.” When we understand this, well affirm the dignity of every person
in the way we think about them, speak to them, and act toward them.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ LUKE 10:25-27.

Finish the following sentence: Your children can't love God without
Why is this true?

Do you view your children as your neighbor(s)? Do you view them as image bearers
of God? How do these views change your relationship with them?

Jesus followed the statement about the two greatest commands with the parable of
the good Samaritan. Why is it important to stand up for those on the margins of
society? Should our children be expected to do that? How?

Is working toward racial reconciliation an issue you should address with your
children? Explain. Is it something you can model? How so?

The command to love our neighbor should inform our thinking on racial reconciliation, fostering,
disabilities, special needs, and valuing the weak and elderly along with a host of others who are
marginalized. It is impossible to honor or love God without also honoring and loving the people
He created. As such, the two commands—to love God and to love your neighbor—are
inseparable. Every other rule God gave us is intended to fulfill these two.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ MATTHEW 28:18-20.

How do Jesus’ words here speak to the inherent value of every person in the world?

Do you consider your God-given mission to be a multi-ethnic one? Do you tend to live
as though your God-given mission excludes certain people? Explain.

Is it possible for your children live out the mission of the gospel if they do not affirm
the dignity of every person? Explain.
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When Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations,” was He just talking about
when you're at church or on a mission trip? What are some ways we can we teach our
children to fulfill the Great Commission in their daily lives?

In the video session, Trillia Newbell pointed out, “Jesus died for every tribe, tongue, and nation.
One day welll all be rejoicing together.” So teaching our kids to affirm the dignity of every person
starts with the foundation of Scripture. “From there,” she explained, we should “be really
intentional, capturing moments to talk about it. We need to make [race] normal so they’re not
afraid of it. We don't need to be afraid of race. God created it.”

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Was there anything discussed in the video session or on the topic of human dignity
you'd like to discuss more?

What are some specific things you can do in your family to honor people as image
bearers of God?

How can leading your family to see the dignity in all people be a testimony to the
impact of the gospel in your life?

PRAYER

Thank God He made us different and loves each of us the same. Ask Him to help parents
confront their issues with the truth of the gospel and to teach their children to affirm the dignity
of all human life in the ways they think, speak, and act.

COMMENTARY
| LUKE 10:25-27

10:25 Expert in the law refers to a scribe (11:45-46,52-53), many of whom were also Pharisees.
The question asked was a standard one in Judaism and was intended to test Jesus. To inherit
(Gk kleronomeo; “to receive an allotted share”) eternal life shows that many Jews thought their
eternal destiny was based on their Jewish bloodline and their good deeds.

10:26-28 Jesus turned the tables on the scribe by asking him to answer his own question, then
complimented the man on correctly citing Lv 19:18 and Dt 6:5. Jesus did not say that it is
possible to earn eternal life by loving God and your neighbor. No human other than Jesus has
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been able to love perfectly in every situation. Since heart... soul, and mind are sometimes used
interchangeably in Scripture, the terms here are not intended to speak of separate aspects of
human existence. Rather, they describe the total person.

MATTHEW 28:18-20

28:18 Before the resurrection, Jesus had authority (7:29; 9:6,8; 11:27; 21:23). However, through
the resurrection, the Father granted Him all authority over heaven and...earth, an authority far
greater than that which Satan had vainly promised Him.

28:19 The command to extend their mission worldwide brings to a climax Matthew's repeated
theme of Gentile participation in God’s salvation. The inclusion of four Gentile women in Jesus’
genealogy and the summons of the magi to worship the infant Christ foreshadowed the
disciples’ mission of making disciples of all nations. Baptism marked a person’s entrance into
the faith community. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is a
reference to the Trinity. Matthew’s language shows that a clear understanding of Jesus’ nature

and identity as God was required before baptism.

28:20 The Great Commission (vv. 19-20) is preceded by a reference to Jesus’ authority and
followed by the promise of Jesus’ spiritual presence among us. Both are necessary if we are to
fulfill our God-given mission.
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Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING - IDENTITY -
ROMANS 5:8; PSALM 139:13-14; ROMANS 12:1-2 + NO DATE

MAIN POINT

We should seek to help our children answer the question, “Who am 1?” with the gospel of Jesus.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Growing up, what cultural pressures did you face related to your identity?

What cultural pressures do you see in the area of identity now? How are these
pressures affecting your children?

Who would you say has been the loudest voice in regard to teaching your kids about
where they should find their identity—you, their friends, teachers, culture, the gospel?
Explain.

We answer the question, “Who am I?” our whole lives. Teenagers in particular struggle to find the
answer, sometimes conforming to others’ expectations entirely and sometimes rebelling against
them. It's a confusing time made more confusing by cultural issues. Dr. Moore explained in the
video session, “Our role as parents is to come in with the gospel of Christ and help them answer
that fundamental question, “Who am 1?”

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 3.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 5:8.

How does God'’s unconditional love serve as a foundation for gospel identity?

Contrast a self-esteem formed out of Romans 5:8 with a self-esteem formed out of
ability or goodness. In your life, when did you struggle with thinking God'’s love was
not enough? How did that impact the way you answered the question, “Who am 1?”
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Is it possible for parents to model God's unconditional love in the way they love their
children? If so, in what ways?

To help our children answer the question, “Who am 1?,” we must first come to terms with what
God's Word tells us about ourselves. It is only then that we can model gospel identity. We're
sinners whom God loved so much that He sent His Son to die for so that we might live with Him
forever. Identity found in Christ doesn't have to strive to please anyone, because it understands
and rests in the fact that God already said, “I love you, and | want to be with you.”

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ PSALM 139:13-14.

What are some ways you can affirm the way the Lord has created your child?

Can you celebrate the uniqueness of your child and at the same time address difficult
issues with the truth of Scripture? What is difficult about that? Why is it vital to do
both?

How might someone take this verse out of context to support a nonbiblical view of
gender identity? How does this speak to the necessity of communicating the whole
gospel message to our children, not just bits and pieces of it?

Our identity is directly linked to God, who lovingly and uniquely created us to glorify Him. Just as
our unigueness in physical, emotional, mental, and personality traits are gifts from God, so also
is God's design for sex and gender. As parents, we must intentionally communicate with our
children so they can find biblical clarity on these issues.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 12:1-2.

In what way does self-sacrifice go against culture’s view of answering the question,
“Who am 1?”

What are some non-gospel-centered ways your children might feel pressure to
conform at home? At church? At school?

Based on Romans 12:2, where do you need to get back on the right parenting track if
you've been communicating cultural stereotypes, like an incorrect or incomplete view
of manhood or womanhood?

Is your child finding community in the church, where he or she can get additional help
in living out Romans 12:1-2? If not, how can you help your child do so?
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In the video session, David Prince noted, “We want to celebrate their uniqueness but don’t want
to use that as an excuse to hide things we ought to be forming biblically.” The gospel calls us to
not conform to the pressures of the world’s view of identity. Instead, we are to present our bodies
to God and renew our minds so that we can know His perfect will.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Why is gender identity such a big issue in the teen years? How can you help your
teenager approach this topic biblically?

How are you currently teaching and reflecting biblical manhood and womanhood in
your home? How do you do this without reverting to stereotypes?

How do you know if you're trying to help your child live up to God’s potential, or your
own vision for his or her life? Explain.

PRAYER

Thank God for showing us who we are in Christ and for creating us uniquely. Invite God to help
you celebrate your child’s uniqueness, while helping your child form a biblical view of what it
means to live within the context of God’s perfect design.

COMMENTARY
| ROMANS 5:8

5:6-8 We can be sure of God'’s love since He did so much for us when we were helpless. We were
ungodly, we were still sinners, and we were His enemies (v. 10). Jesus died for that kind of
person. The word translated “for” is the Greek preposition huper used in substitution contexts.
Jesus died in our place. God freely chooses to love us and by doing so confers worth on us
through our faith in Him.

| PSALM 139:13-14

139:13 Humankind is the Lord’s possession and His creation (Gen 14:19,22; Dt 32:6). Inward
parts (lit “kidneys”) often denote the seat of emotion or affection (16:7; 73:21; Job 19:27).
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139:14 The expression wonderfully made is a forceful rendering of the text. God'’s creation
testifies to His power and majesty (Rm 1:20).

ROMANS 12:1-2

12:1-2 Paul commonly used the indicative mode of speech to make statements about what God
has done for us before using the imperative mode to outline our proper response (e.g.,
Therefore... | urge you). The order of presentation is doctrine first, and then duty. Our worship
entails offering our bodies as a living sacrifice, which means dedication of the total person to
living for God'’s honor. Christians are to be different from non-Christian society. We should
experience a progressive transformation of life by the renewing of our mind. The mind is
changed by prayer, by reading and reflection on God’s Word, by worship, and by meditation on
God's acts as the Holy Spirit works in us.
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Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING - SEXUALITY -
GENESIS 2:8-9, 15-25; 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20; ROMANS 1:21-28 - NO DATE

MAIN POINT

Christian parents should provide a godly perspective on sex for their children.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Growing up, how was the topic of sex addressed in your home?
As a parent, how do you feel about addressing the topic of sex with your children?

Do you have a “no shame” culture in your home, where every question is OK to ask?
Do you want to have that culture in your home? Explain.

Whether you grew up in a home where sexuality was discussed freely or one where it wasn't
discussed at all, it can be awkward to broach that topic as a parent now. Still, God created sex,
and if we're going to pursue Christ-centered parenting, we need to help our kids understand God'’s
design for sexuality. If we don't provide a godly perspective on sex, culture will provide an
ungodly one.

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 4.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 2:8-9, 15-25.

Skim Genesis 2-3. How do these chapters help us understand why we often feel a
sense of shame about our sexuality?

Ben Stuart talked about championing the positive when talking about sex with your
children. What did he mean by that? How might this benefit teens and young adults, in
particular?
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Jackie Hill Perry said, “Teens love the ideal, but don't think it's attainable.” Does the
brokenness of Genesis 3 mean we can't attain God's ideal, or design, for marriage?
How can we communicate that ideal in a world that's broken?

There was not one hint of shame in God’s original design for sexuality. Man and woman were
naked, and they weren't embarrassed, bothered, or fixated on that in any way. But because Adam
and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, everything
changed. Sin affects every part of our existence, including our sexuality. A godly view of sex
means a redemptive view of sex. We can communicate to our children that God’s grace means
we can still experience the intended goodness of our sexuality.

INVITE AVOLUNTEER TO READ 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20.

What biblical principles for sexuality are found in this passage?

Paul didn't skirt the issue or dance around the truth in his letter to the Corinthians.
Why is it important for you to talk about sex with your child specifically, not
abstractly? When are the best times for you to have these conversations with your
child? How do you take advantage of these opportunities?

Some parents feel it is not their place to tell their children to flee sexual immorality
because of personal failure in this area. How does the gospel counter this idea?

We live in a culture where sexual purity isn't valued. Considering 1 Corinthians 6:12-
20, how can we as parents counter this view that sexual purity doesn’t matter?

Culture may say, for example, that pornography is normal, permissible, and expected behavior
for a teenage boy. But when we drop cultural issues of sexuality into the context of Scripture, we
are able to address them with truth. But we must speak plainly with our children, pointing them
to biblical commands. And if they fail, we can speak plainly again, with grace and compassion.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 1:21-28.

What are some cultural examples of verses 24-25 that we see today?

How can we value people who identify as gay, lesbian, or transgender, without
embracing or endorsing their lifestyle? Is your home a safe place to discuss this?
Explain.

Jackie Hill Perry said that when we talk about purity with our children, we should talk
more about God than about sex. What did she mean? Did Paul do that in this
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passage? Explain.

When we are willfully determined to worship something other than God, our thinking becomes
dark and clouded. God will allow us to go down that path to chase the cravings of our darkened
hearts. This is why our conversations about sexuality should start early and take place often. We
should teach our children how God designed sexuality and why other people disagree with us. At
the same time, Christ-centered parenting continues to value all people as Jesus does.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What are some actions you can take to combat pornography in your home? Which of
these actions are you currently doing?

If your teen revealed to you, or it came to your attention, that he or she was sexually
active, how would you respond? How does what we have discussed in this study help
us with this?

How can you foster a continuing conversation about sexuality in your home?

PRAYER

Thank God for the gift of sexuality. Ask God to help parents speak freely and confidently with
their children about God's design for sex, and to cultivate a home where there is no shame in
asking any question.

COMMENTARY
| GENESIS 2:8-9, 15-25

2:8 The location of Eden is unknown; suggestions include Armenia, Iraq, Africa, and Arabia.
Changes in geography caused by the flood in Noah's day (7:11) make it unlikely that Eden will
ever be discovered. The Hebrew word “Eden” literally means “pleasantness.”

2:9 God’s concern for beauty is seen in the fact that the trees He caused to grow were pleasing in
appearance. The Lord’s love of beauty will later be extended to Israel’s religion, which will make
use of furnishings fashioned by expert craftsmen using expensive materials (Ex 25-40). Of
course, God's beautiful created works were also practical, being good for food.
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2:15 The Hebrew word translated as placed literally means, “caused to rest”; this pre-sin state of
rest anticipates the “rest” (“relief”; 5:29) that would again come to humanity because of
righteous Noah, as well as the rest that God would again give Israel following its episode of calf
worship (Ex 32:1-21; 33:14). As a being created in God's image, Adam, like God, was to be a
worker. Without the taint of sin, work was an undiluted blessing. The verb translated here as
“work” literally means “serve.” Adam's second task in the garden was to watch over it. The verb is
used elsewhere to refer to the action of God toward His people (Ps 121:3-4) or the work of a
military guard (Sg 5:7).

2:16 The seriousness of God'’s order is reflected in the fact that it is introduced by a two-verb
phrase in Hebrew, rendered simply as commanded in the HCSB. This formula was used
frequently to express royal decrees (1Sam 18:22; 2Sam 18:5). God gave Adam both freedom and
limits. The God-given freedoms vastly outnumbered the limitations. After all, Adam was free to
eat from any tree of the garden except one.

2:17 The only limit God placed on Adam was eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, which apparently imparted divine wisdom (3:22). Eating the forbidden fruit represented
Adam'’s rejection of God as the source of divine wisdom and his choice to pursue wisdom apart
from God. God’s penalty for disobedience was stated especially forcefully in the original
language, with a two-verb construction, “dying you shall die” ( you will certainly die). Death
would certainly come to Adam and all humanity after him; but the death that God warned about
would be more than physical (3:19). Besides severing the cord of life, sin would shatter the
harmonious relationship that existed between Adam and his environment (3:17-18), his wife
(3:16), and God.

2:18 The theme of God providing for Adam'’s needs (see note at v. 8) is picked up again here, as
God declared that Adam'’s being alone is not good. God created the man with a need to relate to
one as his complement, and now God will meet that need.

2:19 Like man, animals were formed out of the ground, but they did not receive the breath of life
from God (v. 7) nor the image of God. By giving names to the animals, Adam showed that he
ruled the animals and that he perceived the nature of each animal.

2:20 Adam’s understanding of the nature of the animals he named only highlighted the
differences that existed between him and the rest of God'’s creatures: no helper was found as his
complement.

2:21 At what must have been a moment of loneliness in Adam'’s life, God stepped in to create
one who would perfectly meet Adam'’s need. Because God took one of his ribs to use as His raw
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material, the woman would correspond perfectly—though not identically—to Adam. Like Adam,
the woman possessed God's image. The fact that she was not taken either from the man’s head
or his foot may suggest that the woman was not to rule over the man (1Co 11:3), nor the man to
oppress the woman (1Pe 3:7).

2:23 Adam's first recorded words express his delight with God's handiwork and his recognition of
the unique suitability of God'’s last recorded creation in the creation accounts. As with no other
piece of divine craftsmanship, this one was singularly suited for the man, being bone of his bone
and flesh of his flesh. Adam expresses dominion by choosing a name for God's final created
being, but the name he chose suggests that he viewed her as his equal. The Hebrew term
‘ishshah, woman, identifies her as the feminine complement to ‘ish, the man.

2:24 God’s timeless design for marriage is declared here. The one flesh relationship certainly
involves sexual union, but also includes a husband and wife coming together in spiritual, mental,
and emotional harmony.

2:25 Because the devastating effects of sin had not yet ravaged nature or humanity, there was
no need for clothing. Adam and Eve could live without the barriers needed to shield them from
their environment and each other without a sense of shame. Later, in the time of the patriarchs
and kings, clothing was associated with dignity. Accordingly, prisoners of war were not permitted
to wear any clothing, slaves wore very little clothing, and higher social classes wore more
clothing than anyone else in society.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20

6:12-14 Paul’s reply to the slogan (v. 12) is that the Corinthian Christians are not their own; they
are “bodies” belonging to the Lord (vv. 13,19-20; 1:2; 7:22-23; 10:26). In the Roman world, “body”
commonly designated a slave owned by a master, or lord. Making a wordplay of this, Paul said a
person’s body (Gk soma) is not for sexual immorality. It is actually a “slave body” (Gk soma) for
the Lord (Gk kurios; “master”). God will do away with many bodily desires at the resurrection, so
why be enslaved to them now?

6:15-17 Paul called the believers at Corinth to remember the oneness and sanctity of their union
with Christ. The words one flesh in this context refer to becoming one body through sexual
relations with a prostitute. The implication in verse 17 is that because Christians are joined to the
Lord, they should never be joined to a prostitute.

6:18-20 Sexual immorality is unique among sins insomuch as it is sin against the body, thus
assaulting the sanctity of a believer's sacred oneness with Christ (sealed by the Holy Spirit who
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is in you) and the oneness of holy matrimony (cp. 7:2). The point is that the believer's body is a
sacred vessel, bought at a price by the Son of God. Believers thus have no business doing
anything with the Lord’s body that does not glorify Him.

| ROMANS 1:21-28

1:21 Because of human willfulness, people's knowledge of God became clouded and their
thinking became darkened. Without contact with God, the center of man loses contact with
reality, misses the purpose of his existence and becomes ungrateful. People are supposed to
glorify Him as God, but instead find all sorts of created objects to worship. Part of the wrath of
God is revealed in humanity’s loss of intelligent thinking.

1:23 Many people think that the history of religion developed along an evolutionary model. In
this view, humanity originally held animistic beliefs and then progressed to polytheism, to tribal
deities, and then to a single creator God. Instead of starting in polytheism, the Bible says
humanity started with knowledge of the one true God and then declined into polytheism as
humans were separated from God and fractured from one another. Paul warns that loss of
knowledge of the true God resulted in the worship of images resembling mortal man.

1:24 Because they rejected the truths of God revealed in creation, God punished the Greco-
Roman world by delivering them to the cravings of their hearts. A similar scenario played out in
the life of King Ahab of Israel, who continually rebelled against God (1Ki 16:29-33). As a
judgment, God permitted a lying prophetic spirit to deceive Ahab to his doom (1Ki 22:22-23).

1:25 The loss of the knowledge of God in the mind and heart leads to an exchange of truth for a
lie. Something created is served and worshiped rather than the Creator, and judgment is the
result (Ps 81:12; Ac 7:42).

1:26-27 Lesbians and homosexuals often argue that this verse only prohibits sexual abuse of
children, or else they say that natural sexual relations are not violated when men and women
who are born with a tendency for homosexual desires (as they claim) practice homosexuality.
But Paul clearly says lesbianism is unnatural, and the Bible elsewhere strictly prohibits all
homosexuality (e.g., Lv 18:22). The Creator intended male and female to be joined in marriage
(Gen 2:24).
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Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING - CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING < RELATIONSHIPS -
NO DATE

MAIN POINT

Christian parents should model and teach godly relationships to their children in marriage and
otherwise.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Name one positive thing about marriage you learned from your parents when you
were growing up.

What is one positive thing you hope to teach your children about marriage now?

Which relationships that your kids have are you most invested or interested in—
friendships, dates, teachers, coaches, or siblings? Why?

When we talk about guiding our kids to a biblical understanding of relationships, that includes a
broad range of experiences and issues. But one thing they all have in common is that
relationships can be difficult and disappointing. They also reveal deeper fears in us we don't
even recognize sometimes ourselves. It's important to teach and model a biblical perspective of
earthly relationships.

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 5.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ EPHESIANS 5:25-33.

In your own words, summarize what this passage teaches about marriage.
What are your children learning from your marriage?

Does your child know you and your spouse’s dating story? How might sharing it with
him or her be helpful?
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From verses 32-33, what is the greater purpose in marriage and any relationship? Do
you consider your family as evangelists? Why should you? How can you foster that
identity in your family?

The marriage relationship isn’t a side story; it's meant to be a picture of the gospel story. We
impart this gospel message by pointing our kids to the Scriptures. Jackie Hill Perry said we
should help our children consider, “Are these representations of culture emulating the gospel or
deviating from it?” We also impart the biblical message of marriage by modeling it with love,
submission, repentance, and forgiveness.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12.

Is “two are better than one” a principle your life emulates in a variety of different
relationships, or is engaging with people difficult for you? Explain.

How can we teach our kids the value of healthy relationships in a culture where face-
to-face interaction is less common and isolation is the norm? Why is it important that
we do?

David Prince talked about shaping our children to be intentional in reaching out to
people who are marked with all kinds of “otherness.” Do you demonstrate that two is
better than one, even with people who might bring with them certain challenges? Why
is this important?

We need godly relationships. Healthy, supporting relationships are found in a variety of different
people, and God blesses us in those interactions. As society becomes more and more isolated,
we must be intentional about helping our children see that God'’s plan is for us to depend on
other people and engage with them in meaningful ways.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOHN 16:1-4.

Why did Jesus tell His disciples difficult truths in advance? Why is it important we do
that for our children?

How can talking about divorce in culture, and, if necessary, in your own family, help
bring peace where otherwise there would be fear?

Do you ever speak of divorce as a sin? If not, why not? If so, do you speak about it
with both truth and grace? Why is it important that we do?

What is your approach with your child on dating?
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When is the best time to help your child deal with heartbreak in a dating relationship—
after the fact or before it ever happens? How can you do that appropriately?

Jesus wasn't trying to freak His disciples out by telling them what was going to happen. He was
preparing them so they wouldn't stumble when it did happen. That should also be our aim in
parenting. We want to prepare our kids to keep them from stumbling when they’re faced with
issues like breakups, divorce, and betrayal. We need to speak honestly about relationships. We
live in a fallen world and people fail. Still, we are called to love each other and pursue healthy
community.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Do your kids have a tendency toward normalization or are they prone to judge others?

How does this help shape the way you communicate with them about these issues?

How would you counsel someone who has already experienced divorce and did not
communicate it appropriately to his or her children? Is it too late to guide their kids
through that issue now? Explain.

Was there anything discussed in the video session or on the topic of relationships
you'd like to discuss more?

PRAYER

Thank God that He gives us people with whom we can do life. Ask Him to help us teach and
model to our children how to relate to other people in Christ-centered ways.

COMMENTARY
| EPHESIANS 5:25-33

5:25 Paul turned to the duties of husbands. The society in which Paul wrote recognized the
duties of wives to husbands but not necessarily of husbands to wives. As in Col 3:19, Paul
exhorted husbands to love their wives, but Ephesians presents Christ’s self-sacrificing love for
the church as the pattern for the husband’s love for his wife.

Husbands are to love their wives continually as Christ loves the church. The tense of the Greek
word translated “love” indicates a love that continues. Love is more than family affection or
sexual passion. Rather it is a deliberate attitude leading to action that concerns itself with
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another’s well-being. A husband should love his wife: (1) as Christ loved the church (vv. 25-27);
(2) as his own body (vv. 28-30); and (3) with a love transcending all other human relationships
(vv. 31-33).

5:26-27 Cleansing her with the washing of water: Paul explains more fully the result of Christ’s
atonement for the church: it makes the church holy and pure. The purpose of Christ’s giving
himself up for the church is the church’s sanctification and cleansing.

5:28 Since husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church, they give up their
personal rights for the good of their wives. It is a solemn picture of covenant love.

5:29-30 On first sight, Paul seems to have descended from the lofty standard of Christ's love to
the low standard of self-love when he says no one ever hates his own flesh, but he reminded
Christian couples of their oneness, their “one-flesh” relationship. For this reason a husband’s
obligation to cherish his wife as he does his own body is more than a helpful guide. His
sacrificial love is an expression of the sacred marital union. True love is evidenced when
husbands and wives have this spiritual, emotional, and physical oneness.

5:31-32 Paul appealed to Gen 2:24, which is God’s initial statement in the Scriptures regarding
marriage. The marriage commitment takes precedence over every other human relationship.

5:31 One flesh means closely joined. It hallows the biblical standard of covenantal heterosexual
marital relations and excludes polygamy and adultery. What is primarily a divine ordinance
graciously and lovingly is designed for mutual satisfaction and delight.

5:33 Love... respect concludes and restates this section’s theme. The husband'’s ultimate
responsibility is to love his wife with a Christlike love.

ECCLESIASTES 4:.9-12

4:9-12 Friendship is the theme of this section. The advantages of friends are that they help one
another get work done, that one friend sustains another when disaster strikes, that they give
comfort to one another against the bitterness of life, and that they protect one another from
enemies. Interestingly, friendship is one area of life that Ecclesiastes never calls “futile.”

4:11-12 These verses do not refer to lying together sexually. It is an image of travelers sleeping
outdoors in the desert who must huddle together to keep warm. The fact that verse 12 asserts
that three are better than two makes it clear that these are friends, not lovers.
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JOHN 16:1-4

16:1-2. Jesus wanted His disciples to be prepared to face opposition. Jesus’ warning of
persecution prepared the disciples to face it. He had given them these teachings so they would
not go astray. The Greek word translated “go astray” is “skandalizo.” It basically means “to
stumble” or “to trip up.” The related noun refers to the bait stick which triggered a trap when an
animal touched it. The Lord did not want persecution to catch His disciples off guard and cause
them to stumble or to be diverted from their path of obedient discipleship. He also did not want
persecution to be something that might take them by surprise. For some, persecution would
come in the form of being excommunicated from the synagogue. The synagogue was the place
Jews gathered to pray and study the Scriptures. Christians continued to attend synagogues and
the temple until they were excluded or chose to have their own gatherings. Excommunication
from the synagogue indicates the loss of fellowship.

A more intense form of persecution was death. Jesus declared that a time would come when a
person who killed a Christian would view that action as a service to God. The word translated
service also means “worship.” Some who wanted Jesus crucified believed they were thereby
serving God. Saul of Tarsus thought he should seek the destruction of Christians as a service to
God.

16:3. Why would the disciples suffer such harsh persecution? Their persecutors would be people
who had not known the Father or the Son. The word translated “known” indicates not merely
intellectual knowledge but experiential knowledge. It infers a personal, intimate relationship. The
persecutors might know of God theoretically or even doctrinally, but they did not know Him as
Father through a spiritual birth into His family.

16:4. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. Jesus’ use of the word “when,” not if, indicates the
certainty of persecution. At that time, He wanted His disciples to remember that He had warned
them. Knowing what to expect would help them prepare for difficulty. Being warned would not
prevent persecution, but such warning could strengthen their faith when the trials came because
they would know that what was taking place was just what Jesus had said would happen.
Committed Christians must not be naively optimistic about the reception they will receive from
the world but must mentally and spiritually prepare themselves for the opposition they will
experience.
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Cottonwood Creek Church

CHRIST-CENTERED PARENTING - TECHNOLOGY -
PSALM 101:1-3; EPHESIANS 5:15-17; 1 TIMOTHY 4:16 - NO DATE

MAIN POINT

Parents should teach and model the use of technology in healthy, God-honoring ways.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What are some benefits you enjoy from technology? What are some things about
technology you don't like?

Would you say technology is a tool in your family, or has it become the boss of your

family? Explain.

We live in a world where it is normal to be immersed in our own private world of technology. And
we are called to be faithful to Jesus in that world. As parents, we must teach and model
commitment to the gospel above all else. That means setting some safeguards and committing
to disallow technology from being our master.

| WATCH THE VIDEO FOR SESSION 6.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ PSALM 101:1-3.

How are you tempted to let something “worthless” take up your time?
Would you agree that social media and the Internet guide our culture? How so?
What about your children? What technology is guiding them?

What are some rules you've established regarding technology to help your family pay
attention to the way of integrity? What are some rules you need to establish?
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Ben Stuart pointed out, “A lot of time on the screen robs people of meditation, reflection, and
imagination. It steals from them connecting biblical truth to their life. It used to be you and God
at times. Now it's a screen. Millions of prayers have been lost.” The psalmist was committed to
not let anything worthless guide him. We need to model this view to our children, making time for
God to grow hearts of integrity in us.

INVITE A VOLUNTEER TO READ EPHESIANS 5:15-17.

Why is it so difficult to “pay careful attention to how you live” and “make the most of
the time” with regard to technology?

What are some positives? How can technology be used to make the most of our time
for the sake of the gospel?

Do you feel the pressure to keep up with technology? If so, are you keeping up? Is it
really necessary? Explain.

What are you doing to create experiences for your child that aren’t connected to a
screen? Why is this so important?

How does technology steal reflection time from your child? How does it steal
innocence? How does it steal connection?

Paul prioritized intentionality. As parents, we don't get “off seasons” where it doesn’'t matter how
we spend our time. Every moment counts. We should model a healthy view of technology, and
we should communicate the biblical expectation of intentional living with our children.

INVITE AVOLUNTEER TO READ 1 TIMOTHY 4:16.

What is the benefit of gospel-centered introspection? How have you seen this play
out in your home?

What kind of behavior toward technology are you modeling for your child? Does your
child know that screens don’'t dominate your life? Explain.

How comfortable is your child in saying, “I can't” to things their friends and peers are
permitted to do? How comfortable are you with this? Explain.

Is the idea that “confession is better than concealment” true in your home? If not,
how can you foster that attitude?
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It is not enough to monitor our children and put wise safeguards in place; we must also examine
ourselves and then model those same behaviors we want to impart. Dr. Moore pointed out,
“Sometimes they’re not going to understand. Part of what discipleship is, is explaining why.” And
if we've messed up, we explain that, too.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What would you say currently has the most influence in shaping the character and
identity of your child, Scripture or technology? Why? What can you do to position
Scripture as the main influence?

What steps do you need to take to make technology a positive factor in your family
and a tool to advance God's kingdom?

How might a healthy stewardship of technology be a witness for Christ to those who
don't know Him?

PRAYER

Thank God that He saw the challenges of technology long before they ever hit our world or your
home. Ask Him to give you the courage to go against the flow of culture to protect your family
from the dangers of technology, and to utilize technology to advance His kingdom.

COMMENTARY
| PSALM 101:1-3

101:1 The king's responsibilities toward his people consisted of faithful love (Hb chesed;
“covenant loyalty”) and justice, prompting his promise to live with integrity and to eradicate
God's enemies.

101:2 Integrity is a cultic term denoting the lack of imperfections or blemishes. It refers to purity
of thought or behavior (78:72). Integrity governs private life as well as public life (Dt 5:32-33; 6:5-
7). The wisdom overtones of this verse establish a connection between wisdom and the royal
court.

101:3 The eyes of the king is a metaphor for his jurisdiction. Transgression is a covenantal term
denoting anyone or anything opposed to God and His law. It will not cling means the king will
not permit evil to remain in his kingdom for any amount of time.
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EPHESIANS 5:15-17

5:15-16 These words provide a solemn warning that Christians should be wise and careful in all
things, including their use of time. Our use of time is not neutral; it can be evil if it is not invested
for good (Ps 90).

5:17 Understand what the Lord’s will is summarizes the two philosophies of life described in
verses 1-17. The world’s lifestyle is characterized by moral and spiritual darkness. The
philosophy for godly living is characterized by moral and spiritual light, and its goal is to imitate
God and His love.

1 TIMOTHY 4:16

4:16. Paul recapped what he has just written in detail: watch your life and doctrine closely.
Ultimately, Timothy could effectively control only himself. We are the only person over whom we
have immediate authority. My ability to lead and influence others is connected to my ability to
manage and live my own life well. The Christian life hinges on conduct (life) as empowered by
God's Spirit and correct faith (doctrine).

Paul could not emphasize it enough: persevere in [Christian life and doctrine]. Perseverance is
evidence of salvation; a disciplined person is willing to continue in God’s way. Such commitment
will be tried again and again.

The result of such continuance and devotion is that it would save both yourself and your
hearers. Salvation is a process. It has a beginning point at conversion and its full realization
when we are united with Christ. In between is the process of becoming more Christlike in our
person and behavior. Exemplary living and God'’s truth will safeguard the leader and those whom
he leads. A leader’s perseverance in godliness will save his congregation from the dangers of
false teachings which can shipwreck faith and cause ruin to the soul.
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