
1st-5th Grade Small Group Lesson 
Session Title: Paul Before Rulers 
Bible Passage: Acts 24:22-27; 25:1-14; 26:24-32  
Main Point: Paul preached about Jesus to governors and kings. 
Key Passage: Philippians 1:20-21 
Big Picture Question: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should 

always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult. 
Christ Connection: God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings, and the 
Israelites. (Acts 9:15-16) Paul met with people again and again to tell the good news about 
Jesus. He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus has the power to save 
people from sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel. 

Missionary Activity 
        Materials: Missionary information Sheet, World Map, Gospel Plan Poster, & index cards (1 index card per person) 

 
Show the group the Missionary information sheet below. This is some missionaries that our 
church supports who are currently serving in different parts of the world. Show the group the 
World map below to help recognize the distance and how they are all around the world sharing 
the Gospel. Talk about what difficult things these missionaries may face as they share Jesus 
with others. Then guide the group to pray for each of these missionaries, asking God to protect 
them and give them courage to honor Christ in all they do. Pray for missionaries and other 
believers who are sharing the gospel in these places.  
We can share the Gospel wherever we are, across the world or right here in Allen, 
Texas. Give everyone an index card and encourage the group to think of a friend that they 
would like to pray for and share who Jesus is. Ask them to write the name on the 3X5 index 
card to remind them to pray for them.  
 
Review The Gospel Plan motions with the group to help them feel comfortable in sharing the 
Gospel with others. The Gospel Plan Poster is attached below. 
 
Motions: 
• God rules [Place hands in a circle over you, as though setting a crown on your head.] 
• We sinned [Hold both arms in front of you making a large X with your forearms.] 
• God provided [Turn your X into a cross by rotating your arms.] 
• Jesus gives [Hold hands together in front of you as though handing someone a gift.] 
• We respond [Raise both hands into the air in celebration and praise.] 
 

A missionary is a Christian called by God who obeys and goes to tell another group of 
people the good news about Jesus. Whether it’s in the USA or another country, the Bible 
says to go and tell others about Jesus. When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could 
preach about Jesus. Even today, missionaries risk their lives to tell others about Jesus.  
Let’s pray for them as they trust and obey Jesus.  
 
 
 



Japan 

Greece 

Missionary Information Sheet 

Bolivia 

Luis and Haleigh Vargas are newlyweds and their calling is to plant churches 
and mobilize others to do the same with a focus on the chronological teaching of 
the Bible.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nigeria 
 
 
 
 
Pat & Heidi Rosendall have served the Lord with Wycliffe in Nigeria for over 
30 years. They support over 100 active Bible translation projects throughout 
Nigeria.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Brad & Jamie Newport - TEAM is The Evangelical Alliance Mission. The Lord 
moved us to Greece in an unexpected fashion, where now we find ourselves 
immersed in refugee disciple making efforts among Afghan, Iranian & Syrian 
refugees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bob & Julie Mendonsa moved to Kenya in 2008 and broke ground on Naomi’s Village 
Children’s Home in 2009. They now work full-time at Naomi’s Village in daily 
administration, intake of children, employee training, and continued fundraising. They plan 
to live in Kenya indefinitely to help raise Naomi's Village's children as future leaders of their 
nation. 
 
 

 

 
  
Chad and Hiroko Farmer In 2007, compelled by Christ's commission and the great 
need for the gospel in Japan, a team of church planters moved to Japan with a vision 
to make disciples by planting churches in urban Japan .  
 
 
 

Kenya 
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KEY PASSAGE: 
Philippians 1:20-21

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• When should we tell others 
about Jesus? We should always 
tell others about Jesus, even 
when it is difficult.

BIBLE STORY: 
PAUL BEFORE RULERS

• Paul waited in jail for a trial. 
• Paul was unafraid to share the 

gospel with anyone. 
• The rulers were convinced Paul 

had done nothing deserving of 
jail.

• Paul asked to see Caesar, and so 
remained in jail until he could.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  What are some ways God used 
Paul’s arrest for good?

•  Is it worthwhile to talk about 
Jesus if the person doesn’t 
believe?

•  Why wasn’t Paul afraid of the 
rulers?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Play a series of “leader” games, 
like Simon Says or Follow the 
Leader. Talk to your kids about 
Jesus being the ultimate leader.

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 34, Session 2

Hidden Words
INSTRUCTIONS: Find and circle the words hidden in the picture. Then arrange them to form the main point. 
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