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Part 1 of 3: Why You Serve and Why It Still 
Matters 
 
Dear Creek Kids Leaders, 
 
In the Air Force, I learned that every mission 
must be clear. You can’t launch without 
knowing what you’re doing and where you’re 
going. A mission gives direction. It focuses 
effort, sets priorities, and defines success. 
 

“Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your 
gaze directly before you.” — Proverbs 4:25 

 
But direction alone isn’t enough. Purpose 
answers a deeper question: Why does this 
matter?  



 
Pastor Dave   

 

 

 
Mission tells you what to do; purpose 
reminds you why it’s worth doing. 
 
When I left the Air Force and began working 
on the Space Shuttle Program, my mission 
changed. Each launch had its objective: 
deliver, test, repair, or retrieve. But the 
greater purpose behind it all included 
discovery, advancement, and inspiring future 
generations. Purpose gives meaning to every 
mission. 
 

Purpose is why we get up in the morning. 
Mission is what we do once we’re up. 
Passion is the energy that carries both 
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forward. It’s the spark that burns when 
our purpose and mission are aligned. 

 
The same is true for us in children’s ministry. 
 
• Our mission is what we do: helping kids 

know and follow Jesus. 
• Our purpose is why we do it: because 

God is worthy of glory, and God’s heart 
is for every child to know Him through 
Jesus Christ. 

• Our passion is how we do it: with joy, 
love, and the Spirit’s strength that 
makes serving a privilege, not a burden. 
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Mission directs our hands and feet. Purpose 
fuels our minds and hearts. Passion keeps 
the fire going. 
 

“I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” — 
Philippians 3:14 

 
When you teach a lesson, comfort a child, 
greet a parent, or clean up after a busy 
morning, you’re not just completing a task. 
You’re fulfilling God’s mission through your 
life. 
 
Our earthly missions may change like mine 
did from the Air Force to NASA to ministry. 
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But our purpose in Christ never does. 
Wherever God places you, your life points 
others toward Him. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll look at how 
purpose, mission, and passion work 
together. We’ll see why they sometimes 
fade, how God revives them, and how joy 
always follows obedience. 
  
Blessings, 
Dave 


