2026 BLANKET MAKING & CARE BAG
PACK & PRAY

Since 2012, the Cottonwood Creek Cancer Ministry has provided over 4,000 Care Bags
to cancer patients, and we are so thankful you and other Cottonwood families are
Nelping us prepare 400 more this month! This year we want to broaden your
opportunity to serve cancer patients by making a blanket and packing and praying
over all the items in Care Bags.

AS you pray over each item, rememibper your bag represents someone in our church
family or someone they care about who will recelve the devastating news they

have cancer. Our goal is that the contents of the Care Bags would provide hope,
encouragement and God's love. Each bag contains a Holding Cross made with olive
wood from the Holy land, an inspiring devotional by a best-selling Christian author, a
book with a collection of favorite Scriptures from Cottonwood Creek survivors and
caregivers, a resource guide to help navigate a cancer journey through our Not Alone
Video Series and a no-sew blanket made by our congregation.

We are blessed that all these gifts of love from Cottonwood Creek are made possible
by donations to the Cancer Ministry. Additionally, generous donors and generous
donations by the Classic Life Group provided the funds to purchase the beautiful

fabric for these blankets!

SOME GUIDELINES:

Text BLANKET to 77978 to provide us with your contact info.
Work In a clean area - patients can be sensitive to pet hair, olls, etc.

When removing the tabric from the clear bag, please note how It Is folded so you
can repeat the folding process when your blanket is placed back in the clear plastic

& sealed.

Make sure all items are at the bottom of the Care Bag, and then place your sealed
blanket in and do not put the instructions in the bag.

You are welcome to include a personal encouragement card, letter or Scriptures in
the outside pocket.

Return your Care Bag to the Atrium by the end of March, and place it In one of the
containers by the Cancer Ministry signs.
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choose faith over fear
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HOW TO MAKE A "NO SEW" FLEECE BLANKET

STEP 1: ALIGN PIECES

e Place the two pieces together with the dark navy side (softest)
out. Make sure crosses are running in the same direction.
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STEP 2: TRIM SELVAGES EVENLY OFF THE 48” SIDES

e Selvage is the edge that has writing and fabric info, and it is
curled and/or has a distinct, unattractive edge. The selvage
edge curls in toward the“right side.”

STEP 3: CORNER SQUARES
e (Cutad” square outof each corner.
e (uttwo 1-1/4"strips on each side of each corner.
e Tiethese strips (front & back) together using
a square knot (right over left, then left over right).
Make sure the knots are tight.
e Repeatfor all four corners.

STEP 4: FRINGING

e Using your hand to smooth edges as even as possible, begin on one side at one
corner and cut4” long, 1-1/4" wide strips all along the side. You may want to use
a yardstick or ruler to measure or just eyeball the width.

TIP - Do not be concerned if there are little flaws in cutting...there will be a point to correct these!

e Repeatthis process on each of the four sides.

STEP5: TYING THE KNOTS p¥,

e Thisisthe point where perfection becomes N i
part of the process. If yousee anend oraside | e
of the strip that has a jagged edge, carefully b 29 ueh 45
snip it to make it straight. TWNIEYY e T

e Remember, you are tying the knots right over left, left over right and pulling tight.

e |fany ofthe fringe pieces seem a little too long, trim them slightly.
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STEP 6: FOLD

e [oldthe short side of the blanket in fourths, then the long folded piece into thirds,
which will allow you to slip the completed blanket into the 16x20 bag you received the
fabric in. DO NOT INCLUDE INSTRUCTION SHEET. CONGRATULATULATIONS! You
have spent valuable time creating a beautiful blanket, which will bring hope, comfort
and joy to someone who Is coping with the challenges of their cancer journey.
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