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Leadership Lessons from the Wright 
Brothers: Part 4 
Rising After Setbacks 
 
Creek Kids Leaders, 
 
One of the hardest scenes to read in 
McCullough’s book was Orville’s 1908 
crash. The plane splintered apart. Lt. 
Thomas Selfridge was killed, and Orville was 
seriously injured. Many people assumed the 
brothers were finished. But after months of 
healing, they rebuilt the aircraft, made 
improvements, and returned to flying with 
even greater determination. 
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All of us face setbacks, discouragements, 
and moments where we feel grounded. God 
meets us there, and He strengthens those 
who choose to try again. 
 

“Though the righteous fall seven times, 
they rise again.” — Proverbs 24:16 

 
Don’t let difficulties and setbacks keep you 
from rising again. God will provide the 
strength we need to continue doing his work.  
 
Blessings, 
Dave 
 


