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Ulysses S. Grant Part 1: Quiet Strength
and Steady Calm

Creek Kids Leaders,

When | recently read the biography Grant by
Ron Chernow, one quality stood out above
all the others: Grant's remarkable calm
under pressure.

During the Overland Campaign, fires raged
through the woods, wounded soldiers cried
out, and officers rushed in with frantic
reports. Yet Grant remained composed. He
quietly wrote out orders while everyone
around him was anxious. His steady
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presence brought confidence to those who
served with him.

On another occasion, after receiving terrible
news, Grant simply stepped onto a porch
and sat in silence until he was centered
again. Instead of letting the moment control
him, he first gained control of himself.

Kids respond to that same kind of presence.
When a Creek Kids room gets chaotic, your
calm can help bring about their calm. They
often borrow emotional cues from the adults
around them, and your steady presence
teaches them how to respond when life feels
overwhelming.
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But this doesn't end when Sunday is over.
Quiet strength is just as important at home,
at work, in traffic, during conflict, or when
life brings unexpected disappointments.
Panic is contagious, but so is peace. People
are drawn to those whose confidence rests
In the Lord rather than their circumstances.

"You will keep in perfect peace those
whose minds are steadfast, because
they trust in you." - Isaiah 26:3

Practicing quiet strength steadies children,

calms our own hearts, and points others to
the peace that only Christ can give.
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Thank you for being a calming presence for
children and a steady withess to everyone
God places in your path.

Blessings,
Dave
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