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Ulysses S. Grant Part 2: Persistence Beats
Brilliance

Creek Kids Leaders,

In reading Grant by Ron Chernow, you
repeatedly see Grant face discouragement.
After leaving the Army, the West Point
graduate failed at farming, struggled in
business, and even chopped firewood to
make ends meet. At thirty-eight, he found
himself working in his father's leather store
in Galena, a business he had disliked since
childhood. To most people, it appeared his
life held little promise.
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But he kept showing up. When the nation
needed leaders, he offered his service again
and again until someone finally said yes. His
persistence, not brilliance, prepared him for
Influence.It's a reminder that God often
prepares us through seasons that feel
ordinary, disappointing, or even
unsuccessful.

Our kids need adults who model that kind of
perseverance, especially in a culture that
expects immediate success and instant
gratification. They need to see that growth
takes time, effort, and patience.

And we need that reminder too. God is often
preparing us for what lies ahead while we're
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faithfully doing the next thing He has put
before us.

“Let us hot become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will

reap a harvest if we do not give up.” —
Galatians 6:9

Thank you for faithfully serving week after
week. Your perseverance is shaping the

children you serve, and God is using it to
shape you as well.

Blessings,
Dave
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