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Ulysses S. Grant Part 4: See the Potential 
Others Miss 
 
Creek Kids Leaders, 
 
While reading Grant by Ron Chernow, I was 
struck by how many people underestimated 
Grant. In Galena, people saw a failed 38-
year-old store clerk who was going nowhere.  
 
But Lincoln eventually saw something others 
didn’t. When others criticized Grant, Lincoln 
said, “I cannot spare this man. He fights.” 
Lincoln saw potential despite his setbacks 
and the opinions of those around him. 
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History gives us other examples too. As a 
young boy, Thomas Edison was labeled 
“addled” by his schoolmaster and sent 
home because he seemed slow and 
unfocused. His mother chose to believe in 
him, teach him, and call out potential no one 
else could see. That same boy went on to 
become one of the greatest inventors in 
history. 
 
I pray we learn to see in children what others 
might miss. We can see courage in a shy 
child and kindness in a child others 
overlook. And we can see possibility in the 
ones who struggle. 
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And this applies to us as well. God sees what 
He is shaping in us, even when we struggle 
to see it ourselves. He is not finished with us 
either. 
 

“Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.” — 1 Samuel 16:7 

 
Thank you for seeing in children what others 
may overlook. God often uses someone who 
believes in them to change the course of 
their lives. 
 
Blessings, 
Dave 
 


