Practicing Patience in an Impatient
World, Part 1: The Bamboo That
Grew Underground

Creek Kids Leaders,

A Chinese parable tells of a
discouraged man who had grown
weary of repeated failure. "Give me
one good reason not to quit," he
pleaded to a hermit living in the
woods. The hermit pointed to a stand
of bamboo. "l watered this bamboo for
four years," he said, "and nothing
happened." Then, in the fifth year, a
tiny shoot broke through the ground.
Within six months, it had grown nearly
one hundred feet tall.



What happened during those four
years? The bamboo had been growing
an extensive root system beneath the
surface, preparing for the remarkable
growth that would eventually become
visible.

Dr. Sarah Schnitker, a Baylor University
psychologist who researches patience
and character development, begins
one of her Hidden Brain interviews
with this parable because it captures a
question every faithful servant
eventually asks: How do we keep going
when we can't yet see results?



Children's ministry often feels like
bamboo ministry. Some of the children
you teach may spend the entire lesson
fidgeting, playing with their name tag,
or seeming to pay little attention to
what you're teaching. You leave
wondering if they heard a single word
you taught.

Jesus used a similar picture to
describe God's kingdom:

"The Kingdom of God is like a farmer
who scatters seed on the ground.
Night and day, while he's asleep or
awake, the seed sprouts and grows,
but he does not understand how it
happens.” (Mark 4:26-27, NLT)



The farmer's job isn't to make the seed
grow. His job is to faithfully plant it.
Our culture expects immediate
results. But God develops people over
time.

Abraham waited decades for God's
promise. David was anointed king long
before he wore the crown. Even Jesus
spent about thirty years preparing for a
public ministry that lasted only three.

God is rarely in a hurry. Throughout
Scripture, He consistently prepares
people long before He publicly uses
them. He is far more interested in
growing deep roots than producing




quick results. Noris He always in a
hurry to reveal the fruit of His work.
You never know what that seemingly
distracted child will remember from
the Bible truths you shared or how God
will use them in years to come. God
has promised that when His Word
goes out, it never returns empty. It
always accomplishes His purposes
and produces the fruit He intends.
(See Isaiah 55:10-11.)

Don't mistake invisible growth for
absent growth. God is often doing His
deepest work where we cannot see it.

Thank you for faithfully helping
children develop deep roots in God's



Word, even when you can't yet see all
that He is doing.

Blessings,
Dave



